
QUICK-NOTES 

Pipke Ponds Remediation Committee (PPRC) TEAMS Meeting with DBSterlin Engineers 

June 19, 2026 

 

 
PPRC members and DB Sterlin engineers members met to discuss an agenda prepared by Cathy Weber.  In 

attendance for PPRC were Cathy Weber, Eric Benn and Al Drum.  Attending from DB Sterlin were Kendra 

Gabbert, Minal Hahm and Graig Neville.  Discussion focused on these topics: 

 

● Access piers to stoplog manholes—Do we want access piers?  The municipal dam grant monies only cover the 

piers if they are used exclusively for operations.  Also, any platform extending beyond the pier walkway surfaces 

is limited by DNR regulations to 200 square feet.  Initial discussion explored pier configurations that would 

facilitate operator approach to the manholes located in the pond waters for easy access in the handling of stop 

logs.  The stoplogs are contained within the manholes for pond water level control.    One suggestion from PPRC 

was that normal piers commonly used by local waterfront property owners that simply rest on the water body 

bottom on a broad steel plate are sufficient for operators accessing stop logs.  Sterlin engineers then suggested 

that the two manholes that are currently specified to be located offshore (south pond and north pond discharges 

to the Presque Isle River) could be located somewhat upland of the shoreline, allowing access from land thereby 

requiring no pier access whatsoever.  With this suggestion, all four water level control manholes would now be 

accessible from land (the manholes diverting water from the creek into the south pond and from the south pond 

to the north pond are already specified to be located upland from the shore)--Therefore, now, no piers needed at 

all to adjust stoplogs.  And, for the north pond discharge manhole, the quiet water flow resulting from the fully 

enclosed manhole and the depth below surface of the water flowing into the manhole promise to eliminate 

beaver attraction.  Sterlin will now revise plan drawings to reflect the upland positioning for all four manholes.  

In answer to a question from PPRC members asking how the concrete manholes will be supported, Sterlin 

responded that reinforced concrete pads are specified in the plans for manhole support footings. 

 
● Stoplog handling---Should there be a specification in the plans for stoplogs?  Sterlin indicated that the 

specifications offer different materials and configurations of stoplogs.  Then, should there be a specification or 

description of the “grabbing” mechanism that is specifically suited to engage directly with “lugs” or “through-

rods” on stoplogs when inserting or removing?  Sterlin suggested that the contractor could supply shop drawings 

to Presque Isle (for a specific mechanism that fits a specific stoplog), allowing PPRC members and the dam 

operating crew members the opportunity to review and understand the proposed device.  Optionally, perhaps 

operating crew members may prefer to design their own special device.  One thing to keep in mind is that the 

lowest stoplogs may be as much as fourteen feet below the manhole rim; this feature could make stoplog 

engagement with the lifting hook or loop a bit tricky. 

 
● Flood flows over-topping south pond roadway in multiple places---Kendra successfully resolved this question 

with DNR engineers by providing necessary piping discharge calculations. 

 
● DNR plan approval---Three issues seem to need acceptance by DNR engineers: 1) All four stoplog manholes 

now will be placed upland of the pond shores, eliminating piers altogether; 2) Vegetation removal plans on 

berms need a field visit by DNR engineers to identify and mark specific items to be removed; Presque Isle 

should set up an on-site meeting with Forrest Van Asten to evaluate vegetation control; Perhaps then the subject 

of vegetation removal can be part of the plans, and thereby part of the construction phase. 3) We are awaiting 

DNR comments and approval of specifications. 

 
● Cathy asked if our grant could be canceled because of the time elapse since beginning this design phase.  

Sterlin assured everyone that since DNR personnel were part of the process, there will be no time concerns. 
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