
PPRC Meeting to Discuss Status of Applications for Permits to Follow Presque Isle’s 

Final Approval of Engineering and Construction Plans 

January 27, 2026 

Town of Presque Isle Offices, Town Board Meeting Room 

The meeting was called to order at 10:35 A.M. by Chair Cathy Weber. Present were Al 

Eschenbauch, Town Chair; Cathy Weber, Town Supervisor and Chair of PPRC; Carl Wolter, 

Town Supervisor; Eric Benn, Al Drum, members of PPRC; and member of the public Bob 

Heilman. 

Carl asked at the beginning if PPRC was ready to request bids. Members answered that no, the 

engineers (formally MSquared Engineering, now DB Sterlin Engineers) and DNR Water 

Management Engineers have not yet reached agreement on completion of the project Dam 

Failure Analysis (DFA). In addition, the DNR has not yet reported on the status of the actual 

design and construction plans that have been submitted. Eric then read entries from DB Sterlin’s 

completion planning document indicating that a submittal of an additional DFA calculation will 

happen this week. 

Carl then asked if the plans include rebuilding the north pond discharge components, to which 

members answered yes, and in addition, the water control components for transferring water 

from the south pond to the north pond also will be rebuilt. 

A very long discussion then followed regarding permit applications submitted (considered 

“Individual Permits”) by various entities (including Cathy Weber, Ann Key, Wetland 

Consultant) on behalf of Presque Isle to DNR, and that appear on the DNR’s permit tracking 

system. Much of the discussion analyzed the difference between “individual permits” and 

“general permits”. DNR staff have recommended that we submit general permit applications. 

One key difference is that an individual permit appears to be appropriate on projects where 

project designers are asking to disturb wetlands, when in fact the terrain for the project would 

seem to offer the designer opportunities to build where there are no wetlands to disturb. The 

designer would then have to perform detailed and persuasive arguments to build within the 

wetland. Presque Isle’s project is surrounded by wetlands, so there is no real opportunity to avoid 

wetland incursions. The general permit is simpler, apparently, and would better tolerate the need 

to impact wetlands. 

Members decided to tell DNR permitting and engineering staff that we want to cancel our two 

existing “individual” applications listed in the DNR tracking system, and submit two “general” 

permitting applications for the Pipke Pond Reclamation project. Eric volunteered to contact 



permit tracking administrator Nicole Hays, requesting cancellation of the two applications on 

record and replacement of those two applications with two new general permit applications. 

Members adjourned at 11:55 A.M. 
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